
Christopher McMahan
(703) 989-8294		|		Nashville, TN 	|		chrism392@msn.com
linkedin.com/in/392Chris-McMahan




2
Christopher McMahan		|		Page 


CAREER SNAPSHOT

Seasoned security leader with 27+ years of specialized experience in aviation and transportation systems, federal law enforcement, protection, physical security operations, and training. Current Assistant Federal Security Director for Law Enforcement (AFSD-LE) with proven expertise managing armed security operations and coordinating multi-agency initiatives. Prepared to leverage expertise to be an invaluable member Of Global Risk Solutions Executive Protection Program.

Federal Aviation Security Expertise 
· Distinguished career with the Federal Air Marshal Service, over 21 years.
· Current AFSD-LE managing comprehensive security operations for middle Tennessee.
· FAA Special Agent/Civil Aviation Security Specialist before TSA's creation, providing unique pre-/post-9/11 security perspective.
· Extensive experience in aviation security regulations, compliance, and enforcement.
Advanced Protection & Special Operations Leadership
· Ensured successful airport security operations for protection teams and their protectees.
· Conducted high-risk protection operations in Pakistan as contract security specialist.
· Provided security and K9 support for dignitaries, VIPs, presidential and vice-presidential visits.
Armed Security Officer Program 
· Certified Training Instructor for the TSA Armed Security Officer course.
· Expert knowledge of aviation environment and standards, and collaborating with flight crews.
Security Intelligence, Risk Management & Operational Readiness
· Extensive experience with threat assessment and protective intelligence operations.
· Trained in advanced firearms, behavior detection, explosives, aircraft tactics, UAS, hostage negotiations, crisis intervention, active shooter, facilities security, MANPADS, and more.
Stakeholder Engagement & Leadership
· Expert in establishing productive relationships with stakeholders to ensure success and support in all operations, such as the Tennessee Attorney General, Assistant U.S. Attorney, Vanderbilt University Police Department, HSI, FBI for a few recent examples.
· Supervised cross-functional teams of officers/agents from multiple agencies during joint operations.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Department of Homeland Security (DHS) / Transportation Security Administration (TSA) / Federal Air Marshal Service (FAMS), 
03/2002 – 07/2006, 06/2009 – Present							  Security Clearance: Top Secret, Active

Assistant Federal Security Director for Law Enforcement (AFSD-LE)	  			07/2022 – present
Nashville International Airport (BNA)
Provide direct counsel and day-to-day support to the Federal Security Director (FSD) within the middle Tennessee area of responsibility (AOR). Senior leadership team member and primary liaison between TSA and FAMS, the state of Tennessee, the Metropolitan Nashville Airport Authority (MNAA), and all federal, state and local agencies that operate or have an interest in this AOR’s transportation security domain.
· Coordinate seamless airport transit for VIP protection teams and their protectees.
· Facilitate expedited security screening, streamline check-in procedures and priority boarding, and maintain discrete and effective operational security throughout airport transit time.
· Lead and manage law enforcement initiatives, developing multi-agency operations to deter and combat crime. 
· Established Flying Armed Program for Vanderbilt University Medical Center CEO Protection Program.
· Coordinated a successful operation targeted at a known or suspected terrorist (KST), arranging all logistics between the FAMS, TSA, MNAA, Homeland Security Investigations (HSI) and Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) Enforcement and Removal Operations (ERO) with minimal preparation time.
IMPACT: HSI and ICE ERO executed an arrest on the KST, a confirmed MS-13 gang member, convicted felon, and undocumented foreign national. The arrest took place after security screening to ensure the subject was unarmed and the checked luggage was subject to search.
· Facilitated and managed the deployment of officers and special agents from the TSA Visible Intermodal Prevention and Response (VIPR) Program, Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) Task Force, MNAA Criminal Investigations Division, Metropolitan Nashville Police Department Canine (K9) Section, and Tennessee Office of Homeland Security at the downtown Nashville Greyhound bus station.  
IMPACT: Supervised 20 to 22 law enforcement officers and agents during three separate operations. Confiscated illegal items; ensured the safety of those transiting Nashville; reinforced the positive reputation of FAMS and TSA; and forged a new working relationship with Greyhound.

· Liaise with a myriad of agencies and stakeholders, building effective working relationships.
· Cultivate meaningful partnerships with Tennessee Attorney General, Assistant U.S. Attorney, and senior federal, state and local law enforcement and homeland security leaders as the transportation security liaison. 
“[Chris] has always demonstrated the rare combination of grace and efficiency that marks an 
exceptional leader … He is an asset to the airport, DHS and the FAM Service,” 
– Tennessee Attorney General Jonathan Skrmetti.
· Deployed FAMS mobile Detect, Track and Identify (mDTI) equipment in joint venture with BNA Department of Public Safety and the Tennessee Air National Guard. 
· Supported the Federal Protective Service and served as advisor for the two-year Physical Securities Assessment of TSA facilities within BNA.
· FAMS Counter Unmanned Aerial Systems liaison with federal, state and local law enforcement entities as well as the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA).
· Manage and optimize budget and resources.
· Review and approve “airport hours worked” invoices submitted by the MNAA.
· Drafted a cooperative agreement in April 2023 to obtain buy-in from TSA management for an additional Law Enforcement Officer (LEO) at the new checkpoint. 
IMPACT: Doubled monthly reimbursement from $17K to $36K with LEO addition.
· Directed the allocation of over $577K in federal funds allocated to the LEO Reimbursement Program prior to its dissolution.
· Support and enforce all relevant regulations and laws, from Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) regulations to aviation laws and local, state and federal laws.
· Conduct administrative inquiries into employee misconduct at the request of the FSD. These inquiries are often sensitive and complex in nature, as they may involve workplace violence, sexual harassment or an insider threat.

Senior Federal Air Marshal (FAM) 								  03/2002 – 07/2006, 06/2009 – 07/2022
Detect, deter and defeat terrorist or other criminal hostile acts targeting U.S. air carriers, airports, passengers and crew. (Senior FAM earned in 2016.)
· Selected to perform duties of Assistant Operations Officer in the Chicago Field Office.
· Successfully managed day-to-day operational and administrative assignments, and provided daily oversight to a team of approximately 25 FAMs, as Acting Supervisory FAM in Chicago Field Office.
· Consistently chosen as Team Leader for Special Mission Coverage flights (SMCs), and international and domestic missions in the Chicago, Atlanta and Washington field offices.

Concurrent Special Assignments
Senior FAM Training Instructor, 07/2018 – 07/2022
Instructed all law enforcement officers within FAMS – to include FAMs, supervisors, and senior and executive leadership – in areas such as advanced firearms, defensive measures, mission tactics, and use of force. Also certified as an Instructor and taught the Armed Security Officer course.
· Multiple details to the TSA/FAMS Training Center in Atlantic City, NJ, to train newly hired FAMs, 11/2021 – 07/2022
· Selected for FAMS Headquarters Tactical Skills Unit, 07/2018 – 11/2021
“Over the past 7 years … I have closely observed Chris's character, work ethic, commitment to excellence, and strong interpersonal and leadership skills … Chris has been an invaluable asset, collaborating with our federal agency, partner agencies, and stakeholders,” 
– FAMS Assistant Director Scott McShaffrey (retired).
Regional Coordinator, Federal Flight Deck Officer (FFDO) Program, 11/2016 – 07/2018
Oversaw the largest of 5 regions, managing the compliance of over 2,000 FFDOs to maintain the highest of standards within the rules and regulations of the FFDO Program.
· Investigated FFDO criminal and procedural violations, writing detailed and comprehensive reports for presentation to Incident Review Board.
· Liaised with local, state, and federal law enforcement agencies to ensure accountability, consistency, and familiarity with FFDOs.
· Processed and tracked FFDO reinstatements, including employment verifications and criminal database checks.
· Monitored compliance with firearm requalifications and recurrent training.
· Conducted interviews of FFDO applicants during selection process.

DHS/TSA/FAMS/Office of Security Services and Assessments
Proprietary Canine Program Coordinator (PEDCP) 								     04/2008 – 06/2009
Second in command overseeing management and evaluation of the TSA PEDCP, to include executing supervisory functions such as performance evaluations, discipline, training, awards and recognition.
· Liaised and fostered effective partnerships with TSA field Proprietary Canine Handlers, supervisors, AFSDs, FSDs, Supervisory Air Marshals in Charge (SACs), and various stakeholders to ensure compliance with overall program goals, objectives and requirements.
· Subject-matter expert with regard to the PEDCP and the use of canines to detect explosives in cargo operations.
· Administered a first-year budget of $1.2M, which increased to $2M with the expansion of the program in its second year. 

Covenant, Special Operations Canine Handler and Static Security Team Leader 	    2006 – 2008
· Assigned to 75th Ranger Regiment as K9 Handler, Afghanistan, 02/2007 – 04/2008 
· Provided contract security operations for government agencies in hostile, high-threat areas, including security for CIA Chief of Base and Communication Officer in Pakistan, 07/2006 – 02/2007.

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), Nashville, TN
Special Agent/Civil Aviation Security Specialist/Field Canine Coordinator	     09/2000 – 03/2002
· Conducted security assessments, and investigations of airports and air carriers, to ensure compliance with Chapter 14 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Parts 107 (Airport Security), 108 (Air Carrier Security), 129 (Foreign Air Carrier Security), and 191 (Aviation Information Security).
· Managed and conducted audit investigations of persons and companies requesting access to airport secured areas to ensure compliance with applicable CFR chapters.
· Appointed Lead Special Agent for Civil Aviation Security for Jackson (TN) and Paducah (KY) airports in November 2001.
· Managed the execution of the Cooperative Agreement between the FAA and Category-1 airports that would be participating in the Explosive Detection Canine Team Program (EDCTP).
IMPACT: Selected to oversee the $480K annual budget, and manage the training and utilization of 12 Explosive Detection Canine Teams dispersed across Ohio, Kentucky and Tennessee.

Metropolitan Nashville Airport Authority, Nashville, TN
Police Officer/Aircraft Rescue Firefighter/Senior Canine Handler				     06/1997 – 09/2000
Ensured the safety and security of MNAA employees and tenants, as well as the public within MNAA’s jurisdiction, and worked alongside the FAA to enforce all security programs. Employed education, training and judgment when responding to a variety of situations that required deciphering jurisdictional issues, and knowledge of applicable federal, state and local laws as well as airport regulations.  
· As part of the FAA Part 139 requirements, qualified as an Aircraft Rescue Firefighter and maintained qualifications to meet the prescribed standards, including during recurrent timed-response drills and annual live-fire drills.
· Qualified as a Medical First Responder, maintaining certification to respond to and handle medical emergencies.
· Selected to be Senior Canine Handler for the FAA Explosive Detection Team Program, assigned to the terminal area and Aircraft Operations Area (AOA).
· Fostered respectful relationships with airport tenants, personnel, and contractors.
· Liaised with U.S. Secret Service to provide security and canine support for special dignitaries and public officials, including the President and the Vice President.
· Trained 70 sworn Police Officers in Defensive Tactics and trained 3 Explosive Detection canines.

United States Army
Infantryman/Movement NCO/Instructor											     09/1990 – 02/1997
•	Airport Liaison	•	Non-Commissioned Officer	•	Instructor, Air Assault School	
•	Team IV Advanced Instructional Team	•	Mobile Training Team, U.S. Military Academy
· Conducted presentations to over 2500 soldiers in basic and advanced air assault concepts to facilitate learning in a high-stress environment.

Awards/Accomplishments: Army Commendation Medal; Army Achievement Medal; Army Good Conduct Medal 2nd award; Noncommissioned Officers Professional Development Ribbon; Southwest Asia Service Medal with 3 Bronze Service Stars; Saudi Kuwait Liberation Medal; National Defense Service Medal; Combat Infantryman’s Badge; Airborne Badge; and Air Assault Badge

SELECTED JOB-RELATED TRAINING & CERTIFICATIONS

· Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) Training, Tennessee Tactical Officers Association
· Drone Assessments & Response Tactics (DART) Course, New Mexico Tech
· Criminal Investigations Fundamentals Course, Institute of Police Technology and Management
· Drones for First Responders, Public Safety UAS
· Hostage Negotiations and Crisis Intervention Level 1,2,&3 Nationally certified, Public Agency Training Council
· Dignitary Protection Course, Executive Protection Unit of Tennessee Highway Patrol
· Mitigate MANPADS (Man-Portable Air Defense Systems) at Airports, FAMS
· Firearms Instructor Training Program (FITP), Federal Law Enforcement Training Center (FLETC), Glynco, GA
· Active Shooter/Threat Instructor Training Program, FLETC, Cheltenham, MD
· Armed Security Officer Instructor Training Program, DHS/TSA, Atlantic City, NJ
· FAMS Train-the-Trainer Program (Defensive Measures/Crew Member Self-Defense/Mission Tactics), DHS/TSA, Atlantic City, NJ 
· Instructor Development Course, DHS/TSA, Atlantic City, NJ
· Immigration and Customs Enforcement FITP, Atlantic City, NJ
· FAA Civil Aviation Security Special Agent Course, Oklahoma City, OK
· FAA Facilities Security Management Course, Oklahoma City, OK
· FAA Canine Coordinator Course, Oklahoma City, OK
· FAA Explosive Detection Canine Team Program Course, Lackland Air Force Base, San Antonio, TX
· Military Working Dog Handlers Course, Lackland Air Force Base, San Antonio, TX
· State of Tennessee Law Enforcement Training Academy, Nashville, TN 
· Tennessee Chiefs of Police Leadership Award, Class #814
· Appointed Class Vice President of Class #814
· Detector Dog Trainers Course, Kenneth Licklider Vohne Liche Kennels, Denver, IN

MARTIAL ARTS CERTIFICATIONS
2nd Degree Black Belt, Gracie/Brazilian Jiu Jitsu 
5th Degree Black Belt, Tae Kwon Do
5th Degree Black Belt, Hapkido

EDUCATION

Liberty University, Lynchburg, VA 
Bachelor of Science in Interdisciplinary Studies
Concentrations: Criminal Justice and Business Management


